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The Christian Solution for Addictions: JESUS!

" Corithians 1231 NIV




Dear Friends in Christ ...  
It's been much too long since our last eNewsletter, but we've caught up with commitments and projects and look forward to continuing ministry for the glory of God!  Out of necessity, we have developed a new website and a new online resource ordering site.  Please visit the sites and let us know if you have suggestions for improvement.  Our goal is to develop an internet presence as a wholly Biblical resource for ministry to those in bondage to addictions.   
As we all busy ourselves in preparation to celebrate the birth of our Savior, we pray each of you will experience peace of soul, joy of heart, and a fresh filling of God's Holy Spirit during this special season.  We are so blessed to minister in the company of dedicated Christians.  As we await the return of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, may we continue to abide in His Word and seek His righteousness.  May all our works bring eternal glory to God, our Father.  
 
May our Lord richly bless you and your loved ones, and your ministries!
Glenn & Judy Wright 

 

Fall/Winter 2009 eNewsletter 

SCROLL DOWN 
Coming in January: "Leadership Conference & Training Workshops"
NEW Fellowship/Support Meetings
 
"The Most Excellent Way" is LOVE! 
 
 Willy's Testimony

 


Links to Pages 
on Our New 


Website

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102661883195&s=1713&e=001e2K_KRltMq_5PP52F1sAU0ABdBa7YnvQ43D0LS-5OCfaILG4qm6G8XJ7p-VLeOXBUJAO16BHtt884fXNWQ6hHuRpzq0EEmwjnX87GWC6wgPLYFR3SwJX3w==" \o "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102661883195&s=1713&e=001e2K_KRltMq_5PP52F1sAU0ABdBa7YnvQ43D0LS-5OCfaILG4qm6G8XJ7p-VLeOXBUJAO16BHtt884fXNWQ6hHuRpzq0EEmwjnX87GWC6wgPLYFR3SwJX3w==" \t "_blank" 
   


Home
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We Love
We Accept
We Forgive  

 

Ten Attitudes of Victorious Living
 
Addiction
Sin?  Disease?:
   
Resources:
Ministry Manual
Bible Studies
Brochures
Books
Posters
Tokens
Ministry Video
CDs & DVDs 

 

T-Shirts, 
Sweatshirts & Hats
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 "TMEW" believes the addicted person can be totally and permanently freed from bondage by HOPE and FAITH in Jesus Christ, by the POWER and LOVE of God's indwelling Holy Spirit, by KNOWING God, and by LIVING Biblical principles.  Our  purpose is to provide loving environments around the world where troubled sinners may receive LOVE, ACCEPTANCE and FORGIVENESS,  and hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. "The Most Excellent Way" is a non-profit organization. Gifts are  tax deductible, and used solely to:
WIN 
People to Christ ...
Jesus said to His disciples: "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation."  
MARK 16:15 NIV
 

DISCIPLE Christians in Christ ...
Jesus said: "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them  in the name of the Father, and of  the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I will be with you always to the very end of the age."  
MATTHEW 28:18-20 NIV 
 

MEND Christians with Christ ...
Jesus said:  "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." 
LUKE 4:18-19 NKJV
 

SEND Christians 
for Christ ...
Jesus said: "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and  you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."   
ACTS 1:8 NIV
 

We're all about Jesus!
Jesus said: 
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you."
Matthew 6:33 KJV
Willy's Testimony
"Hopelessly out of control, having only drugs, alcohol, locked psychiatric state hospitals stays, and the AMA teaching prescription pharma would make me whole ...  It was and is a lie.  I have found that Biblical counseling, "The Most Excellent Way" and prayer, makes Life abounding in Love possible through Jesus Christ.  I have been successfully employed and off psych meds for approximately 10 years.  Since following Jesus and attending TMEW meetings with Hal Toebe, it seems appropriate to move into [minister in] a mental health program where 'clients' have limited tools for living this life, and no chance of Victory as we know and experience through our Savior Jesus Christ."  
Willy says:

" Jesus Christ is the Most Excellent Savior, Counselor and Restorer!"
 
  We agree!
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 "Leadership Conference 
& Training Workshops" 
 
January 29 & 30, 2010
(Friday & Saturday)  
 
Palm Springs, California 

 
"The Most Excellent Way" Conference is being hosted by "Lighthouse of the Valley" (LOV), an alliance of Christian churches of all denominations in the Coachella Valley.  LOV, along with Horizon Int'l, is prayerfully planning an all-valley evangelism out-reach called the "Festival of Life."  Coachella Valley residents are invited to attend the Conference at  no charge (all others  may attend at a special reduced registration fee).  More information here. 
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   View:
    Workshops Schedule       
    Registration for Residents / Coachella Valley  
    Register by Mail or FAX    
    Online Registration
 
    The "Leadership Conference &  

    Training Workshops" provide Biblical encouragement and training for Christians called to minister to those in bondage to drugs, alcohol and other addictions (and their families), to "Become GOD-Dependent." 
 
Participants gain practical insight into the true nature of addictions and the way to permanent sobriety, and they learn how the biological and Biblical perspectives of healing work together.

 
Please register by January 15, 2010! 
 
NEW Fellowship/Support Meetings

U.S.A. Listing |  SAN DIEGO COUNTY Listing 

  
In addition to the new meetings listed below, the ministry continues to spread in India and Nepal, and most recently into Paskistan.  Not only are Hindus and Muslims being healed of their addictions, they are learning the way, the truth and the life that is Jesus! For every new meeting, there is at least one more soul entering eternity for the first time, or a returning prodigal!  
We are blessed to see the Lord work for His glory! 
 
· How the Meetings Work  [image: image15.jpg]



· About the Dependent Meeting 
· Family & Friends Meeting 
· The Children's Meeting 
· An Invitation to Pastors  
  

 

 "Let Us Draw Near 
With Assurance"
Read More  
 

"Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter 
the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, 
through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
and having a High Priest over the house of God, 
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for He who promised is faithful. 
And let us consider one another in order to stir 
up love and good works, 
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, 
and so much the more as you see the Day approaching." 
Hebrews 10:19-25 NKJV
 __________________________________ 

 
NEW FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS 
CA ~ Anza ~ Spanish:  Anza Centro Cristiano Church 
CA ~ El Cajon ~ Set Free Ministries
CA ~ Hanford ~ Calvary Chapel of Hanford 
CA ~ Norco ~ California Rehabilitation Center 
CA ~ Perris ~ Spanish: Cross Winds Community Church
CA ~ Rancho Cucamonga ~ Calvary Chapel 
CA ~ So. Lake Tahoe ~ Calvary Chapel
FL ~ Chipley ~ First Baptist Church
GA ~ Duluth ~ Cross Pointe Church 
IL ~ Antioch ~ Open Arms Mission 
IN ~ Indianapolis ~ Horizon Christian Fellowship
LA ~ Amite ~ Amite Church of Christ
ME ~ Biddeford ~ New Life Church
ME ~ Brewick ~ Kingdom Life Christian Church
MN ~ Rush City ~ Living Water Fellowship
MS ~ Southpoint ~ Southpoint Church
MT ~ Victor ~ Church of the Nazarene
NJ ~ Freehold ~ Monmouth County Jail
NY ~ Sag Harbor ~ Community Bible Church
NC ~ Battleboro ~ Calvary Chapel Red Oak
SD ~ Sioux Falls ~ South Dakota State Penitentiary
SD ~ Sious Falls ~ Ridgecrest Baptist Church
TX ~ Houston (Friendswood) ~ Calvary Houston
TX ~ Lovelady ~ Loveland Assembly of God
TX ~ Midway ~ 21 Fellowship
WI ~ Lake Geneva ~ Mt. Zion Church's Mt. Zion House 
Attention Ministry Leaders:  
Please update your meeting information on our website 

whenever there is a change to day, time and location,    

or call us at 800-548-8854.
The Most Excellent Way is LOVE ...[image: image16.jpg]



 

The "love" we seek and desire to give is  God's agape - the purposeful commitment to sacrificial action on behalf of others.  Jesus' sacrifice on our behalf was motivated by His Will and Love:  

 

". . . God demonstrates His own love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."  
Romans 5:8 NIV
 

It is impossible for us "to love" (agapeo) as God agapes.  As born again believers, we are now able to understand the things of God.

 

"The man without the Spirit does not accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness to him, 
and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually discerned."  
I Corinthians 2:14 NIV
 

As believers, we have the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, within us.  Not only do we have understanding, we possess His power to manifest the spiritual fruits in and with our lives.  Love (agape) is the first fruit of the Spirit, followed by joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Galations 5:22-23a).  Have you ever heard a believer say, "Don't pray for patience or you'll get it through a trial."  Yet as believers we are quick to pray for joy and peace ... things we want to receive from God to offset the difficulties of life.  
 

All the fruits of the Spirit are characteristics of God Himself which He has freely endowed us with by  His indwelling Spirit.  These fruits ripen as we mature spiritually, and are evidenced by our purposeful commitment to obey God because we love Him.  
 

Jesus said:  "Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.  
This is the first and greatest commandment.  
And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"  
Matthew 22:37-39 NIV
 

"And this is love:  
that we walk in obedience to His commands.  
As you have heard from the beginning, 
His command is that you walk in love."  
2  John 1:6 NIV
  

Jesus did not leave us an excuse not to love others:  

 

"You have heard that it was said, 
'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  
But I tell you:  Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be 
sons of your  Father in heaven. ... 
If you love those who love you, what reward will your get? ...
And if you greet only your brothers, 

what are you doing more than others? 

Do not even pagans do that?"  
Matthew 5:43-47 NIV
 

From infancy, we associate love with warm, fuzzy feelings of security - as we age, we add emotional and physical pleasure to our definitions of love.    Now that we possess God's spiritual understanding and spiritual power by the Holy Spirit, we need to add God's love to our attitudes and actions.  
 

Wait just one minute!  I cannot love my enemies.  I cannot love those weirdoes walking the streets.  I can't love those devil worshippers.  I can't love those drug pushers, homosexuals, hate mongers, self-centered jerks ... ! You're right!  You can't!  But God can and does!   You are God's vessel in which He grows the fruit of agape and from which He agapeos the world He sent His Son to save!
 

"Dear friends, let us love one another, 
for love comes from God. ... 
Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love."  
I John 4:7-8 NIV
 

Jesus and His disciple, John, would not have commanded and encouraged us to love God and to love one another if it was impossible for us to do so.  Biblical love is possible if we choose to be God's agape message and messenger.  Throw open the doors of your heart and the love of Christ will pour forth from you to refresh a dying world!  And you will discover the healing power His agape brings to your relationships ...  vertical and  horizontal.  Don't wait until you feel like it, or you may never open the doors.   

 

As you read through the following love characteristics from 

1 Corinthians 13:3-8, determine which ones you need to focus on in order to mature spiritually and to fulfill Jesus' command to love others as your self.

 

1.  LOVE IS PATIENT, even when I feel like forcefully expressing myself.  Love bears pain or trials without complaint, shows forbearance under provocation or strain, and is steadfast despite opposition, difficulty, or adversity. 

 

2.  LOVE IS KIND, even when I want to retaliate physically or tear down another with my words.  Love  is sympathetic, considerate, gentle and agreeable. 

 

3.  LOVE IS NOT JEALOUS, especially when I am aware that others are being noticed more than I am.  Love does not participate in revelry, is not hostile toward one believed to enjoy an advantage, and is not suspicious.  Love works for the welfare and good of the other person. 

 

4.  LOVE DOES NOT BRAG, even when I want to tell the world about my accomplishments.  Love does not flaunt itself boastfully and does not engage in self-glorification.  Instead, love lifts (builds up) others. 

 

5.  LOVE IS NOT ARROGANT, even when I think I am right and others are wrong.  Love does not assert itself or become overbearing in dealing with others. 

 

6.  LOVE DOES NOT ACT UNBECOMINGLY, even when being boastful, rude, or overbearing will get me attention and allow me to get my own way.  Love conforms to what is right, fitting, and appropriate to the situation in order to honor the Lord. 

 

7.   LOVE DOES NOT SEEK ITS OWN, even when I feel like grabbing it all or have an opportunity to do so.  Love does not try to fulfill its own desires, does  not ask for its own way, and does not try to acquire again for itself.  Love, as an act of the will, seeks to serve and  not be served. 

 

8.  LOVE IS NOT PROVOKED, even when others attempt to provoke me or I am tempted to strike out at some-thing or someone.  Love is not aroused or incited to outbursts of anger.  Love continues faithfully and gently to train others in righteousness, even when they fail. 

 

9.  LOVE DOES NOT REMEMBER WRONGS SUFFERED, even when everyone seems to be against me and when people openly attack me.  Love does not hold a grudge against someone.  Love forgives, chooses  not to bring up past wrongs in accusation or retaliation, does  not return evil for evil, and does not indulge in self-pity.  Love covers a multitude of sins. 

 

10.  LOVE DOES NOT REJOICE IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, even when it seems like a misfortune was exactly what another person deserved.  Love mourns over sin, its effects, and the pain which results from living in a fallen world.  Love seeks to reconcile others to God by faith in Jesus. 

 

11.  LOVE REJOICES WITH THE TRUTH, even when it is easier and more profitable materially to lie.  Love is joyful when truth is known, even when it may lead to adverse circumstances, reviling, or persecution. 

 

12.  LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS, even when disappointments seem over-whelming.  Love is tolerant, endures with others who are difficult to under-stand or deal with, and has an eternal perspective in difficulties.  Love remembers that God develops spiritual maturity through difficult circumstances. 

 

13. LOVE BELIEVES ALL THINGS, even when others' actions are confusing and hypocritical and I feel like not trusting anyone.  Love accepts trustfully, does not judge people's motives, and believes others until facts prove otherwise.  Even when facts prove that the other person is untrustworthy, love seeks to help restore the other to trustworthiness. 

 

14. LOVE HOPES ALL THINGS, even when nothing appears to be going  right (my way).  Love expects fulfillment of God's plan and anticipates the best for the other person.  Love confidently entrusts others to the Lord to do His sovereign and perfect will in their lives. 

 

15. LOVE ENDURES ALL THINGS, especially when I think I just can't endure the people or circumstances in my life.  Love remains steadfast  under suffering or hardship without yielding and returns a blessing while under going trials. 

 

16. LOVE NEVER FAILS, even when I feel overwhelmed and the situation seems hopeless.  Love will not crumble under pressure or difficulties.  Love remains selflessly faithful even to the point of death.  
 
Which love characteristics tickled your conscience? Let us take heart and chose to change,
 

"... being confident of this, 
 that He who began a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus."
Philippians 1:6.  
 
We have an awesome privilege and responsibility to share with others the Good News of our risen Savior who makes His people whole.  May we do so with His love!
 

IT'S ALL ABOUT JESUS! 
Come to His Love!
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Dear Friends in Christ ...  
It's been much too long since our last eNewsletter, but we've caught up with commitments and projects and look forward to continuing ministry for the glory of God!  Out of necessity, we have developed a new website and a new online resource ordering site.  Please visit the sites and let us know if you have suggestions for improvement.  Our goal is to develop an internet presence as a wholly Biblical resource for ministry to those in bondage to addictions.   
As we all busy ourselves in preparation to celebrate the birth of our Savior, we pray each of you will experience peace of soul, joy of heart, and a fresh filling of God's Holy Spirit during this special season.  We are so blessed to minister in the company of dedicated Christians.  As we await the return of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, may we continue to abide in His Word and seek His righteousness.  May all our works bring eternal glory to God, our Father.  
 
May our Lord richly bless you and your loved ones, and your ministries!
Glenn & Judy Wright 
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 "TMEW" believes the addicted person can be totally and permanently freed from bondage by HOPE and FAITH in Jesus Christ, by the POWER and LOVE of God's indwelling Holy Spirit, by KNOWING God, and by LIVING Biblical principles.  Our  purpose is to provide loving environments around the world where troubled sinners may receive LOVE, ACCEPTANCE and FORGIVENESS,  and hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. "The Most Excellent Way" is a non-profit organization. Gifts are  tax deductible, and used solely to:
WIN 
People to Christ ...
Jesus said to His disciples: "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation."  
MARK 16:15 NIV
 

DISCIPLE Christians in Christ ...
Jesus said: "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them  in the name of the Father, and of  the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I will be with you always to the very end of the age."  
MATTHEW 28:18-20 NIV 
 

MEND Christians with Christ ...
Jesus said:  "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." 
LUKE 4:18-19 NKJV
 

SEND Christians 
for Christ ...
Jesus said: "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and  you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."   
ACTS 1:8 NIV
 

We're all about Jesus!
Jesus said: 
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you."
Matthew 6:33 KJV
Willy's Testimony
"Hopelessly out of control, having only drugs, alcohol, locked psychiatric state hospitals stays, and the AMA teaching prescription pharma would make me whole ...  It was and is a lie.  I have found that Biblical counseling, "The Most Excellent Way" and prayer, makes Life abounding in Love possible through Jesus Christ.  I have been successfully employed and off psych meds for approximately 10 years.  Since following Jesus and attending TMEW meetings with Hal Toebe, it seems appropriate to move into [minister in] a mental health program where 'clients' have limited tools for living this life, and no chance of Victory as we know and experience through our Savior Jesus Christ."  
Willy says:

" Jesus Christ is the Most Excellent Savior, Counselor and Restorer!"
 
  We agree!

 "Leadership Conference 
& Training Workshops" 
 
January 29 & 30, 2010
(Friday & Saturday)  
 
Palm Springs, California 

 
"The Most Excellent Way" Conference is being hosted by "Lighthouse of the Valley" (LOV), an alliance of Christian churches of all denominations in the Coachella Valley.  LOV, along with Horizon Int'l, is prayerfully planning an all-valley evangelism out-reach called the "Festival of Life."  Coachella Valley residents are invited to attend the Conference at  no charge (all others  may attend at a special reduced registration fee).  More information here. 
 
   View:
    Workshops Schedule       
    Registration for Residents / Coachella Valley  
    Register by Mail or FAX    
    Online Registration
 
    The "Leadership Conference &  

    Training Workshops" provide Biblical encouragement and training for Christians called to minister to those in bondage to drugs, alcohol and other addictions (and their families), to "Become GOD-Dependent." 
 
Participants gain practical insight into the true nature of addictions and the way to permanent sobriety, and they learn how the biological and Biblical perspectives of healing work together.

 
Please register by January 15, 2010! 
 
NEW Fellowship/Support Meetings

U.S.A. Listing |  SAN DIEGO COUNTY Listing 

  
In addition to the new meetings listed below, the ministry continues to spread in India and Nepal, and most recently into Paskistan.  Not only are Hindus and Muslims being healed of their addictions, they are learning the way, the truth and the life that is Jesus! For every new meeting, there is at least one more soul entering eternity for the first time, or a returning prodigal!  
We are blessed to see the Lord work for His glory! 
 
· How the Meetings Work  
· About the Dependent Meeting 
· Family & Friends Meeting 
· The Children's Meeting 
· An Invitation to Pastors  
  

 

 "Let Us Draw Near 
With Assurance"
Read More  
 

"Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter 
the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, 
through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
and having a High Priest over the house of God, 
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for He who promised is faithful. 
And let us consider one another in order to stir 
up love and good works, 
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, 
and so much the more as you see the Day approaching." 
Hebrews 10:19-25 NKJV
 __________________________________ 

 
NEW FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS 
CA ~ Anza ~ Spanish:  Anza Centro Cristiano Church 
CA ~ El Cajon ~ Set Free Ministries
CA ~ Hanford ~ Calvary Chapel of Hanford 
CA ~ Norco ~ California Rehabilitation Center 
CA ~ Perris ~ Spanish: Cross Winds Community Church
CA ~ Rancho Cucamonga ~ Calvary Chapel 
CA ~ So. Lake Tahoe ~ Calvary Chapel
FL ~ Chipley ~ First Baptist Church
GA ~ Duluth ~ Cross Pointe Church 
IL ~ Antioch ~ Open Arms Mission 
IN ~ Indianapolis ~ Horizon Christian Fellowship
LA ~ Amite ~ Amite Church of Christ
ME ~ Biddeford ~ New Life Church
ME ~ Brewick ~ Kingdom Life Christian Church
MN ~ Rush City ~ Living Water Fellowship
MS ~ Southpoint ~ Southpoint Church
MT ~ Victor ~ Church of the Nazarene
NJ ~ Freehold ~ Monmouth County Jail
NY ~ Sag Harbor ~ Community Bible Church
NC ~ Battleboro ~ Calvary Chapel Red Oak
SD ~ Sioux Falls ~ South Dakota State Penitentiary
SD ~ Sious Falls ~ Ridgecrest Baptist Church
TX ~ Houston (Friendswood) ~ Calvary Houston
TX ~ Lovelady ~ Loveland Assembly of God
TX ~ Midway ~ 21 Fellowship
WI ~ Lake Geneva ~ Mt. Zion Church's Mt. Zion House 
Attention Ministry Leaders:  
Please update your meeting information on our website 

whenever there is a change to day, time and location,    

or call us at 800-548-8854.
The Most Excellent Way is LOVE ...
 

The "love" we seek and desire to give is  God's agape - the purposeful commitment to sacrificial action on behalf of others.  Jesus' sacrifice on our behalf was motivated by His Will and Love:  

 

". . . God demonstrates His own love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."  
Romans 5:8 NIV
 

It is impossible for us "to love" (agapeo) as God agapes.  As born again believers, we are now able to understand the things of God.

 

"The man without the Spirit does not accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness to him, 
and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually discerned."  
I Corinthians 2:14 NIV
 

As believers, we have the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, within us.  Not only do we have understanding, we possess His power to manifest the spiritual fruits in and with our lives.  Love (agape) is the first fruit of the Spirit, followed by joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Galations 5:22-23a).  Have you ever heard a believer say, "Don't pray for patience or you'll get it through a trial."  Yet as believers we are quick to pray for joy and peace ... things we want to receive from God to offset the difficulties of life.  
 

All the fruits of the Spirit are characteristics of God Himself which He has freely endowed us with by  His indwelling Spirit.  These fruits ripen as we mature spiritually, and are evidenced by our purposeful commitment to obey God because we love Him.  
 

Jesus said:  "Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.  
This is the first and greatest commandment.  
And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"  
Matthew 22:37-39 NIV
 

"And this is love:  
that we walk in obedience to His commands.  
As you have heard from the beginning, 
His command is that you walk in love."  
2  John 1:6 NIV
  

Jesus did not leave us an excuse not to love others:  

 

"You have heard that it was said, 
'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  
But I tell you:  Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be 
sons of your  Father in heaven. ... 
If you love those who love you, what reward will your get? ...
And if you greet only your brothers, 

what are you doing more than others? 

Do not even pagans do that?"  
Matthew 5:43-47 NIV
 

From infancy, we associate love with warm, fuzzy feelings of security - as we age, we add emotional and physical pleasure to our definitions of love.    Now that we possess God's spiritual understanding and spiritual power by the Holy Spirit, we need to add God's love to our attitudes and actions.  
 

Wait just one minute!  I cannot love my enemies.  I cannot love those weirdoes walking the streets.  I can't love those devil worshippers.  I can't love those drug pushers, homosexuals, hate mongers, self-centered jerks ... ! You're right!  You can't!  But God can and does!   You are God's vessel in which He grows the fruit of agape and from which He agapeos the world He sent His Son to save!
 

"Dear friends, let us love one another, 
for love comes from God. ... 
Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love."  
I John 4:7-8 NIV
 

Jesus and His disciple, John, would not have commanded and encouraged us to love God and to love one another if it was impossible for us to do so.  Biblical love is possible if we choose to be God's agape message and messenger.  Throw open the doors of your heart and the love of Christ will pour forth from you to refresh a dying world!  And you will discover the healing power His agape brings to your relationships ...  vertical and  horizontal.  Don't wait until you feel like it, or you may never open the doors.   

 

As you read through the following love characteristics from 

1 Corinthians 13:3-8, determine which ones you need to focus on in order to mature spiritually and to fulfill Jesus' command to love others as your self.

 

1.  LOVE IS PATIENT, even when I feel like forcefully expressing myself.  Love bears pain or trials without complaint, shows forbearance under provocation or strain, and is steadfast despite opposition, difficulty, or adversity. 

 

2.  LOVE IS KIND, even when I want to retaliate physically or tear down another with my words.  Love  is sympathetic, considerate, gentle and agreeable. 

 

3.  LOVE IS NOT JEALOUS, especially when I am aware that others are being noticed more than I am.  Love does not participate in revelry, is not hostile toward one believed to enjoy an advantage, and is not suspicious.  Love works for the welfare and good of the other person. 

 

4.  LOVE DOES NOT BRAG, even when I want to tell the world about my accomplishments.  Love does not flaunt itself boastfully and does not engage in self-glorification.  Instead, love lifts (builds up) others. 

 

5.  LOVE IS NOT ARROGANT, even when I think I am right and others are wrong.  Love does not assert itself or become overbearing in dealing with others. 

 

6.  LOVE DOES NOT ACT UNBECOMINGLY, even when being boastful, rude, or overbearing will get me attention and allow me to get my own way.  Love conforms to what is right, fitting, and appropriate to the situation in order to honor the Lord. 

 

7.   LOVE DOES NOT SEEK ITS OWN, even when I feel like grabbing it all or have an opportunity to do so.  Love does not try to fulfill its own desires, does  not ask for its own way, and does not try to acquire again for itself.  Love, as an act of the will, seeks to serve and  not be served. 

 

8.  LOVE IS NOT PROVOKED, even when others attempt to provoke me or I am tempted to strike out at some-thing or someone.  Love is not aroused or incited to outbursts of anger.  Love continues faithfully and gently to train others in righteousness, even when they fail. 

 

9.  LOVE DOES NOT REMEMBER WRONGS SUFFERED, even when everyone seems to be against me and when people openly attack me.  Love does not hold a grudge against someone.  Love forgives, chooses  not to bring up past wrongs in accusation or retaliation, does  not return evil for evil, and does not indulge in self-pity.  Love covers a multitude of sins. 

 

10.  LOVE DOES NOT REJOICE IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, even when it seems like a misfortune was exactly what another person deserved.  Love mourns over sin, its effects, and the pain which results from living in a fallen world.  Love seeks to reconcile others to God by faith in Jesus. 

 

11.  LOVE REJOICES WITH THE TRUTH, even when it is easier and more profitable materially to lie.  Love is joyful when truth is known, even when it may lead to adverse circumstances, reviling, or persecution. 

 

12.  LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS, even when disappointments seem over-whelming.  Love is tolerant, endures with others who are difficult to under-stand or deal with, and has an eternal perspective in difficulties.  Love remembers that God develops spiritual maturity through difficult circumstances. 

 

13. LOVE BELIEVES ALL THINGS, even when others' actions are confusing and hypocritical and I feel like not trusting anyone.  Love accepts trustfully, does not judge people's motives, and believes others until facts prove otherwise.  Even when facts prove that the other person is untrustworthy, love seeks to help restore the other to trustworthiness. 

 

14. LOVE HOPES ALL THINGS, even when nothing appears to be going  right (my way).  Love expects fulfillment of God's plan and anticipates the best for the other person.  Love confidently entrusts others to the Lord to do His sovereign and perfect will in their lives. 

 

15. LOVE ENDURES ALL THINGS, especially when I think I just can't endure the people or circumstances in my life.  Love remains steadfast  under suffering or hardship without yielding and returns a blessing while under going trials. 

 

16. LOVE NEVER FAILS, even when I feel overwhelmed and the situation seems hopeless.  Love will not crumble under pressure or difficulties.  Love remains selflessly faithful even to the point of death.  
 
Which love characteristics tickled your conscience? Let us take heart and chose to change,
 

"... being confident of this, 
 that He who began a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus."
Philippians 1:6.  
 
We have an awesome privilege and responsibility to share with others the Good News of our risen Savior who makes His people whole.  May we do so with His love!
 

IT'S ALL ABOUT JESUS! 
Come to His Love!
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